ARRIVING TO CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

Important:

· Bring around $2000 in cash for the first month: deposit for the house and other expenses.

· Flights:  www.cheaptickets.com , www.usairways.com, www.kayak.com
· Accommodation for the first week:

· Hotels

http://www.pitt.edu/~property/hotels.html
http://www.hotels.com/
· Visit

http://www.housing.cmu.edu/SummerHousing/transitional.htm
http://www.pitt.edu/~property/related.html#tips
http://www.pitt.edu/~property/studentguide.html
· Resources for renting an apartment / house:

· cmu.misc.market.apartments

· http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/apa/
· Additional information:

www.studentguidetopittsburgh.com/
· Chinese Students

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/cssa/
http://www.pghchinesechurch.org/new_students/NewStudentLogin.html
Flights

You can buy your flight in:

www.travelprice.com
www.travelocity.com
www.cheaptickets.com 

www.farechase.yahoo.com
www.usairways.com
www.kayak.com
www.aerlingus.com
www.studentuniverse.com
www.trabber.com
www.delta.com

If you want to save money, you should buy a Round Trip.

At the airport, you can catch the bus 28X which will take you to CMU (the last stop). You can take a look at the timetables and routes in: www.portauthority.org. The route map can be found at: http://www.portauthority.org/paac/Apps/pdfs/28X.PDF. If you arrive after midnight or carry many suitcases, you may want to take a taxi. There are always taxis waiting at the airport and the trip to Pittsburgh is around 50$. And don’t forget to give 10% of tip to the taxi driver!

Accommodation for first days

CMU doesn’t provide accommodation. Because of this, you will have to stay in a hotel while you are looking for a house. There are two hotels close to CMU:

· Quality Inn University Center (15-20 minutes walking from CMU):

www.choicehotels.com/ires/enus/html/HotelInfo?hotel=PA369&amp;promo=gglocal 

· Courtyard Pittsburgh Shadyside (25 minutes walking from CMU):

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/pitok-courtyard-pittsburgh-shadyside
You can find cheaper deals by betting for it (start around $70) in www.priceline.com (the area closer to CMU is called University Center). Try this first! If you come on Sunday you can get it for 50$!!!
For housing, you can visit www.housing.cmu.edu and http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/. For Chinese students, it is also a good idea to ask for help from CSSA (https://lists.andrew.cmu.edu/mailman/listinfo/cssa-list). Or contact the Chinese Church for the temporary accommodation.

Department

· Checking in

Make an appointment with Rebecca Klaas, bklaas@cmu.edu, NSH3104 to enter your data into the CMU system. She will also tell you where to get the keys, when your CMU ID will be ready and where to pick up the keys.

· CMU ID


Carnegie Mellon identification cards identify campus community members and visitors, and they are used to allow access to campus facilities and services (doors and lifts are closed at 5.00 pm and you need the ID to use them).

You can get the CMU ID at the Card Office, at Warner Hall in front of the Hub. Once you have it, you should go to the Master of Keys to activate it (ask where to find him). He also will give you the keys you need to get into your office.

· Andrew account

Your Andrew Account is your key to access many of the university's computing services such as the Carnegie Mellon Web Portal, computing clusters, and e-mail. To get an Andrew account you need to go to the Help Desk at Cyert Hall 119, first floor. You should wait some 

You can check how to get it in:

http://www.cmu.edu/computing/new-user/undergrad/accounts.html
· Office of International Education (OIE).

Your first Thursday at CMU, you should attend to the International Student Orientation session (3rd floor, Warner Hall)  with  your immigration documents (I-20/DS-2019, passport and I-94 card). This is VERY important. They will sign your immigration document and without that signature if you leave the country you won’t be able to enter again.

Health Insurance

Basically, there are two kinds of health insurances for a year (if you are going to stay less, you can cancel it when you are going to leave and they will give you back the proportional amount of money). The plans are:

· Standard (people usually have this): $870 

· Enhanced: 1816$  


Medical services are very expensive here, so it’s very important you have a medical insurance as soon as possible. Keep in mind that it is mandatory to have an insurance (either from your country of origin or from USA) to keep legal your immigration status.

More information can be found at:

 http://www.studentaffairs.cmu.edu/healthservices/insurance/medical/index.html

4) Housing

You will be able to find a flat or a house in a few days. Of course it depends on the dates, it may be easier to make a good deal at the beginning of the summer rather than in the middle of fall. It is interesting to have a look and try to arrange some appointments before coming so you can start looking apartments since the very first day and save some nights at the hotel.

In the case you didn't worry about this before coming, it doesn't matter because renting a house is very common in Pittsburgh; people are constantly coming and leaving the city, so you won’t have problems and you will find a house that suits you.

If you want to live alone, you might pay around $650 everything included (gas, electricity and water). You can save money if you share the house with somebody else.

The webpage we usually use for housing is:

· http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/
The best neighborhoods are Shadyside and Squirrel Hill. The CMU shuttles goes through Shadyside every half an hour, and there are plenty of public buses to Squirrel Hill. 

4.1) Gas and electricity

If they are not included, you will have to set up them. You should start a new service with your name. Usually, you can do it by phone or Internet. In case you don’t have Social Security Number, you will have to stop by the office with your passport, your DS-2019 and your apartment lease.

It also could happen that the service is already set up by the previous tenant. In that case you would have to just change the name of the utility.

4.2) Internet and cable TV

There are two main Internet / Cable TV providers, Verizon and Comcast. The most basic Internet service you can get starts around 30$, and TV + Internet starts around 41$.

4.3) Water

The water utility is usually included with the rent. In case it is not, it is quite complicated to change the name of the utility because it has to be the previous owner who requests the name change. But don’t worry: normally what you will do is just to pay the bills, even if they are not addressed directly to you.

4.2) Furniture

Usually houses are rented without furniture. You can rent your furniture to some companies, but it is not going to be worth it if you stay more than 4 or 5 months. There are also places to buy second-hand furniture. You can check it in:

- Ads in free newspapers.

- Garage sales.

-  http://pittsburgh.craigslist.org/
Usually people buy most of the furniture at IKEA. To go to IKEA you need to take the 28X Bus (the same that goes to the airport). There is a stop in front of IKEA. Also, depending on the period of the year when you arrive, you will find someone in the lab that is about to leave and will sell his/her furniture.

5) Bank account

You will need a bank account. The most important banks around CMU are:

-PNC bank: 

www.pnc.com/webapp/unsec/Homepage.do?siteArea=/PNC/Home/Personal
-National City Bank (now it is part of PNC bank)

https://www.nationalcity.com/personal-banking/pages/home.asp
When considering banking options take into consideration services and fees associated with checking and savings accounts, interest rates, Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) access, credit and debit card availability, as well as telephone and web banking.

Whichever option you may choose, tell them that you study/work at CMU. You may get a fee-free account and free checks.

6) Social Security Number (SSN)

The Social Security Number is the national identification number that is required for employment in US. You must have an offer of employment to be eligible to apply for an SSN. You must apply personally for a permanent Social Security number at a Social Security Office. You will only need to have an SSN in case CMU or some other employer pays you, otherwise you don’t need an SSN for anything else although companies use to ask for it a lot in the US (if they do ask for it and you don’t have one, don’t worry, just tell them and it will be fine).

You will also need to provide an address where your new card will be send. The Social Security Administration recommends that international applicants wait at least 10 days after arrival in the US before submitting a SSN application.

The closest office is in East Liberty neighborhood, you can get there by bus.

7) Other needs.

- Supermarket: Giant Eagle is the most popular. Having its advantage card is very useful to save money in fuel. You can also buy in pharmacies or in markets. Some people cook at night and bring the food the following day but there are also a lot places to buy cooked food in and around the university. You may consider the location of the closest Giant Eagle when renting an apartment. There is only one Giant Eagle in Shadyside (Center Avenue) and one in Squirrel Hill (Murray Avenue).

- Telephone: the best option is to buy a mobile with a Prepaid Plan but it will depend on how often you will use the phone. There is a T-Mobile store in Forbes Avenue, 5-10 minutes away from CMU and they have cheap prepaid plans.

- ESL (English as a second language): if your level of English is not good enough, there are free courses for foreign people. You can ask for GPLC or the Allegheny County Intermediate.

- Driving license / State ID: Your only valid identification document while in the US is your passport. If you don’t want to carry your passport around, you may want to get a State ID or a Pennsylvania Driving License, the latter also if you plan to buy a car. Be aware that you will only be able to request either document if you have one year or more left in your visa. Note that this is not the total duration of your visa but the time left when you request the document.

If you come here with a one-year visa and you are interested in buying a car, you should hurry and do it as soon as possible (the exams are very easy). If you go there with more than 11 months left, MAYBE you will be able to get it.

An international driving license, with all important text translated to English, could be useful for rent a car. However many companies usually allow you to rent a car even with a driving license without translation (whether the insurance will cover or the police will accept it is not totally clear)

- More information: More information about all the topics can be found at

http://www.studentaffairs.cmu.edu/oie/forscho/
http://maps.google.com/ is a useful tool and a local resource map for CMU students created by Lei Li  can be found at:

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=103195476468083874093.00000112caddab749ac5b&om=1&ll=40.441199,-79.939785&spn=0.013424,0.02871&z=15 
